Commission Meeting News
Key reports, issues, and decisions of interest to licensees and/or the public are reported here from
the most recent Commission meetings:
Commission Meeting of May, 2016
Pending Cases: The Commission suspended two licensees; entered into consent agreements to
revoke one license and reprimand two licensees; ordered hearings involving seven licensees;
approved the issuance of three broker licenses on provisional status under certain conditions;
extended the time within which two licensees must satisfy the conditions of a Consent Order
previously entered into; and authorized it legal staff to seek injunctive relief if necessary in two
cases of unlicensed activity.
Report on License Renewals: Staff reported to the Commission that the license renewal
process officially began on May 15. Of the 97,728 licensees as of May 1, 2016, about 10,000
licensees (over10%) had already renewed this year in the first three days of the renewal period. It
was also reported that as of May 1, 2016, 23,030 licensees still need CE before June 10.
Report on Rulemaking: Staff reported that Commission rules which were the subject of the
Commission’s most recent rulemaking have now been approved by the Rules Review
Commission (“RRC”). The revised rules are on the Commission’s website and an email blast has
been sent to notify interested parties. As to the RRC’s pre-review of the reorganization and
reduction of Commission education rules, staff reported that the majority of RRC comments are
technical in nature.
Legislative Report: The Commission reviewed staff’s Legislative Report summarizing bills
carried over from the General Assembly’s long session and still eligible for consideration, and
new bills relating to the Commission and/or the real estate industry.
Schweidler Memorial, Little Memorial, and Fisher Scholarships: Following review by staff,
the Commission voted to award the Joe Schweidler Memorial Scholarship to Zoltan Desi of
Etowah , the Blanton Little Memorial Scholarship to Anne Wilson Hult of Cedar Point, and the
Phillip T. Fisher Scholarship to Michael William Stearns of Charlotte. The awards reimburse
each recipient up to $400 for tuition fees.
Report of Data from Applied Measurement Professionals, Inc. (AMP) Regarding Number
of Attempts to Pass License Examination: Staff reviewed data from AMP regarding the
number of attempts taken by candidates to pass the license examination.
Agent Business Training: Staff reported on the results of a recent poll taken among members of
the Education Listserve of the Association of Real Estate License Law Officials (ARELLO®) to
determine if agent business training is permitted in their education courses. Only four of the
states responding indicated that they permit such training in either continuing education courses
(Alabama, South Dakota, and Washington) or postlicensing courses (Alabama, Nebraska, and
Washington).

Emerging Trends: The Commission discussed whether to require licensees to carry errors and
omissions insurance, as sixteen states presently do, but determined not to pursue the matter at
this time and to instead revisit the question in about six months. The Commission also discussed
whether to send its Executive Director and/or another staff member to the National Association
of REALTORS® (NAR) legislative and annual meetings from time to time; the Commission
concurred that this would be beneficial to the Commission. Commission Chair Cindy S.
Chandler reported on the NAR discussions about whether websites need to be compliant with the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and the impact on brokers of making websites ADA
compliant. Staff reported that information from NAR had been provided to the Commission’s
information technology and legal staffs and that the Commission, too, should assess its website
for compliance and update as necessary. The Commission also discussed the HUD-approved
wait list for Section 8 Housing and an article in The Economist about the trend in some countries
to limit or eliminate the ability to purchase second (vacation) homes, and the impact of those
policies on communities.
Staff Commendation: The Commission commended Eric A. Mine, Associate Legal Counsel II,
for his article in the May 2016 Real Estate Bulletin entitled, “NO DOGS ALLOWED: The
FHAA, the ADA, and exceptions to no-pet policies.”
License Applications Involving Character Issues: Applications for licenses from persons who
have character issues such as prior criminal convictions or disciplinary action by another
licensing board are separately reviewed by the Commission. Decisions are made based upon
criminal background checks, information supplied by the applicant, and in-person interviews.
Total candidates reviewed: 35; total approved: 21.
License Examination Results: The examination for licensing as a real estate broker in North
Carolina is divided into two sections – National and State. The National section tests knowledge
of prevailing law and practice throughout the country. The State section tests knowledge of
North Carolina law and practice. Applicants who fail to pass an examination may repeat it.
Following are the results for the month of April 2016 and the past year:
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Continuing Education: The Commission approved three new Update Course instructor
applications, no new Update Course sponsors, five new elective courses, and five previously
approved elective courses to be offered by other sponsors. As of April 30, 2016, there are 188
approved sponsors.

Report on License Numbers: The Commission was advised that as of May 1, 2016, the
Commission has 97,528 brokers, as follows:
Active Brokers 60,714
Active Provisional Brokers 6,191
Inactive Brokers 25,672
Inactive Provisional Brokers 5,371
Firms 11,142
Brokers-in-Charge 16,305
BIC-Eligible Brokers 1,885
Next Commission Meeting: The next Commission meeting will be held at 9:00 a.m.,
Wednesday, June 22, 2016, at Raleigh, North Carolina and is open to the public.

